
Academia And the Real World … A Disconnected Vision:

Another thing I noticed with many in Academia ... personal investment in ideas or
'Opinions'. The battle for ideas should take place strictly on the grounds of 
comparing one to the other or with critical dialectic. I would never imply that 
anyone's career or life for that matter was a waste and regarding one's students, 
I have no idea what anyone has or has not been prepared for. I do know however 
that increasingly there is a disconnect between what passes for education at the 
Primary and Secondary and College levels; and what is required to develop and 
maintain the relevant skill sets and tools to function in a world where humans are
actually embedded within the technological systems which are literally taking on a
life of their own. Education now and increasingly in the future will entail an almost
endless or continual learning process; this is true in many areas today even now; 
particularly in the Medical Field. I have written hundreds of Poems, Books, 
articles, tutorials, reference materials … etc; and have never developed a 
defensive or personal attachment to any of this work. It gets thrown into the 
system and may or may not contribute to progress. If someone is critical of my 
work … the discourse and dialectic then becomes a mechanism to either discredit,
support, or rejuvenate the idea. This is how real progress works. If I walked away
every-time someone criticized my work, I would have to be walking in a backward
direction most of my life.

Regarding opinions, I do not have opinions about anything; it is made clear to all 
of my students early on that opinions will not be discussed in a classroom setting 
since opinion is based upon speculation and oft-times irrational thinking. This is 
another false premise paraded and brainwashed into the minions living in our 
'Amerikan' Culture. 'Everyone has the right to their opinion … or I respect your 
opinion' … may be I could just say that I respect 'stupidity' even if we have to kill 
thousands of people in its name to prove a point. I really could care less at this 
point in my life what the opinions of those in Academia are or what they think 
about what I think. I will say however, most emphatically (This is being posted in 
the 'Internet Archive' for future reference …. as of this date) that radical change is
coming and it is fast upon us … most college graduates cannot and probably will 
not get jobs in the future with the current meager skills which they have picked 
up in our almost useless public education system. In fact well over fifty percent of
current graduates or school attendees are not even working (Full-time or 
otherwise). The almost exponential rise in the cost of an education which has an 
almost inverse value or benefit attached to it is a phenomena which many in 
Academia refuse to acknowledge. If you took the $250,000 -500,000 that it 
currently takes to get an MBA at some of our more prestigious business schools, 
for that same investment, I could give the student a complete fast-food franchise 
in many cities and they would get a real-world education in how to run a business
… developing useful skills and tools with which to deal with the real world. Not the
crap that passes for education in most business schools today. And at they end of 
the exercise in learning they would actually have something like a burger-king 
franchise for instance. Explain to me where the value added is in a Harvard 



business school education when over 40% of its graduates cannot get 'real' jobs.

My diatribe was not directed at anyone personally, but at a system which is 
increasingly becoming irrelevant; because too many are worried about how things
sound or if we can sell them to unsuspecting customers. Concentrate on 
developing the skills and tools necessary to provide continuing education in the 
real world where understanding Applied Technologies is of much greater 
importance than purely theoretical knowledge and we will have a great number 
knocking at our doors. This is the way to build up a customer base … anything 
else would be transitory at best.

Gerry


